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Approved Document E of the Building Regulations was extensively revised in 2003. A significant
feature of the revision was a requirement for pre-completion sound insulation tests (PCTs) to be
carried out to demonstrate that prescribed levels of sound insulation had been achieved. The
types of building subject to testing include new build and converted houses and flats, and rooms
for residential purposes in hotels, hostels and similar types of establishment.
Robust Details provide an alternative approach to pre-completion testing for new build projects.
Robust Details are high performance separating wall and separating floor constructions (with
associated construction details) that are expected to be sufficiently reliable to preclude the
performance check provided by PCT.

For developments with separating walls and/or floors that are not registered under the Robust
Details scheme, a sample of at least 10% of the dwellings or rooms for residential purposes should
normally be tested, although the exact requirements for testing on each site is at the discretion of
the Building Control Body. Further testing may be required if a building contains sub-groups, i.e.,
where significant differences in forms of construction are present.

TheApproved Document states that tests should be carried out by an independently accredited test
body. There are two forms of recognized accreditation, theAssociation of Noise Consultants (ANC)
registration scheme and the UK accreditation service (UKAS). UKAS accreditation however does
not have many of the advantages of the ANC Registration Scheme. UKAS accreditation is open to
companies that are not eligible to be members of theANC, either because they are not independent
consultants or because they do not have the level of expertise required to join theANC.

Paragon Acoustic Consultants is an ANC registered company (organization number 150) and has
carried out thousands of tests. In situations where the practice has not been involved with the
design of a scheme and a construction has failed at the pre-completion test stage, we have been
able to recommend successful remedial solutions.
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Paragon Acoustic Consultants Ltd is an independent practice specialising in environmental
noise and vibration, architectural acoustics, building services noise, occupational noise
exposure and acoustic issues relating to land planning.

The practice is a full member of the Association of Noise Consultants, the leading professional
organisation for noise consultants in the UK. All consulting staff hold corporate membership of
the Institute of Acoustics and have at least twenty years experience in the field.

Through continuing investment in instrumentation and computer systems, the practice has
technical facilities normally associated with larger companies but provides the flexibility, speed
of response and cost effectiveness of a small specialist consultancy. We are able to offer a
complete service throughout each development stage of a project from initiation, planning and
design, construction and through to final commissioning. Troubleshooting and problem solving
on existing schemes is also a specialism.

We provide advice to architects, property developers, property management companies,
consulting engineers, planning consultants, retail and leisure organisations, interior designers,
local authorities and other public bodies. Ninety percent of our work is the direct result of
specific recommendations from our clients. Other Brochures available include:


