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Planning and Noise

The starting point for most new developments is obtaining planning permission. Planning Policy
Guidance Note PPG24 “Planning and Noise” gives guidance to Local Authorities in England on the
use of their planning powers to minimize the adverse impacts of noise, however its principal use is
in the determination of new residential or noise sensitive developments that will be exposed to
noise from existing sources specifically, road, rail and aircraft either individually or in combination.

For residential development an environmental noise survey usually needs to be undertaken.
PPG24 sets different noise levels for the day and night and thus surveys are usually required over
the 24 hour period. Depending on the type of source and the noise exposure, the PPG places the
site into one of four categories:

When a site falls in NEC B, the planning report will include principles of noise mitigation measures
which may include for example, screening by barriers or other buildings, sound insulation and
scheme layout.

For a site that falls into NEC C, the planning report will include detailed noise mitigation proposals
including for example, performance requirements for building envelope elements and means of
ventilation. Under these circumstances, it is usually advisable to agree noise mitigation principles
with the LocalAuthority Environmental Health Department.

When a site falls into NEC D, it is often necessary to withdraw the application; however in certain
circumstances mitigation measures can be implemented to adequately mitigate noise exposure.
Extensive negotiation with the LocalAuthority Planning and Environmental Health Departments will
usually be required.

The practice also has extensive experience in dealing with a wide range of planning issues beyond
the residential sphere. Typical services include:

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Delivery and servicing assessments for new and existing retail and commercial premises

Mechanical plant noise assessments for new and existing
premises

Mixed use developments

Industrial and power generation facilities

NEC A: Noise need not be considered as a determining factor in permission, although the noise
level at the high end of the category should not be regarded as a desirable level.

NEC B: Noise should be taken into account when determining planning applications and, where
appropriate, conditions imposed to ensure an adequate level of protection against noise.

NEC C: Planning permission should not normally be granted. Where it is considered that
permission should be given…., conditions should be imposed to ensure a commensurate level of
protection against noise.

NEC D: Planning permission should normally be refused.
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Paragon Acoustic Consultants Ltd is an independent practice specialising in environmental
noise and vibration, architectural acoustics, building services noise, occupational noise
exposure and acoustic issues relating to land planning.

The practice is a full member of the Association of Noise Consultants, the leading professional
organisation for noise consultants in the UK. All consulting staff hold corporate membership of
the Institute of Acoustics and have at least twenty years experience in the field.

Through continuing investment in instrumentation and computer systems, the practice has
technical facilities normally associated with larger companies but provides the flexibility, speed
of response and cost effectiveness of a small specialist consultancy. We are able to offer a
complete service throughout each development stage of a project from initiation, planning and
design, construction and through to final commissioning. Troubleshooting and problem solving
on existing schemes is also a specialism.

We provide advice to architects, property developers, property management companies,
consulting engineers, planning consultants, retail and leisure organisations, interior designers,
local authorities and other public bodies. Ninety percent of our work is the direct result of
specific recommendations from our clients. Other Brochures available include:


